
LATIF AL ANI:
The work of Latif Al Ani (b. 1932) has been presented in many group exhibitions
including the National Pavilion of Iraq, organized by the Ruya Foundation and curated
by Philippe Van Cauteren, at the 56th Venice Biennale (2015) that toured to S.M.A.K.
(Museum for Contemporary Art), Ghent (2016) and the
Erbil Citadel, Iraq (2017), as well as Bagdad Mon Amour at Institut des Cultures d’Islam,
Paris (2018) curated by Morad Montazami. An important survey exhibition curated by
Hoor Al Qasimi entitled Latif Al Ani: Through the Lens 1953 – 1979, was presented at
Sharjah Art Foundation, UAE (2018), while he also participated in Crude, the inaugural
exhibition of Jameel Arts Centre, UAE (2019), curated by Murtaza Vali. Al Ani’s first
eponymous monograph, published in 2017 by Hannibal Publishing (and Hatje Cantz),
won the prestigious 2017 Historical Books Award at Rencontres d’Arles. Al Ani is also
the subject of a documentary
Through the four exhibited series bringing to attention the themes of Architecture,
Landscape, as well as illustrating Modernity along with Daily Life and Portrait
photography, Latif Al Ani captured, mostly in black and white, the transformations in
urban and rural Iraqi society, offering a unique gaze and testimony of the late 50s and
early 70s in Iraq. The tragic modern history of Iraq has bared witness to revolutions,
coups, wars, and sanctions, interwoven with some brief periods of peace and prosperity.
Latif Al Ani captured the
dedicated to his unique visual archive of Iraq during the 1950s through the 1970s,
produced by Iraqi film director Sahim Omar Khalifa and Belgian filmmaker Jurgen
Buedts entitled Iraq Invisible Beauty. In 2015, Al Ani became a Prince Claus Laureate.
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